The MUC family: an obituary.
Mucins are glycoproteins that are common on the surfaces of many epithelial cells; they are deemed to mediate many interactions between these cells and their milieu. Several of these mucins form the mucus layer that is found in many hollow organs. The biophysical properties of mucins are related to their extensive O-linked glycosylation rather than directly to their polypeptide sequences. Despite the frequent absence of sequence homology, many human genes encoding mucins have been named MUC followed by a number, unjustly suggesting the existence of one large gene family. In this article, it is suggested that the mucin genes be renamed according to their sequence homologies.